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Environmentar Regulations in Mining projeets

Manaser, 
"",,"1Hlffi":if Lrd., Gursaon

over the past few years' strict environmental rules anf 
legurations 

as applicabre ro mining projects have been
formulated and are being enforced by a number of state and centrar Government agencies. Though the objecrive of
these legisfations is the prevention of 

"nui,onr*,"i'i",,J,""1oegraoaiion, siripririeo pro."orr"r'und fixing of time
frames for grant of environmental clearances is also essenriar ror ensriring in" 

""p"0,,,"us 
developmenr of industriatization

in the country.

""r,"y;:;1;5"ffi':iif,|5"1?l 
ind.ispensable raw materiats for manv basic industries and are an irnporlant and sisniricanr

The occurrr

3;#rJi::i;#1tr'r:y;.##i+.*H#fffii;::'r:#d,,",:$::iil::'#:i,l':"rJ::[ilfi?r"",1:,:f
requirements to be fulfilfed and a variety of ctearani"";;;; i" be obtained trom o*rl|ber 

of starutori environmental
a project can be implemented. some of rn""" ur"Li;;;;ilrrred in this paper. 

ferent Governmenr 
"g"n"i", before

1.0 REGULATION OF MINERALS
India' in its 42* constitulional amendrnent, has made, provisions for the protecrion and improvement of the;:lJ',TT:Iilff:,ffiJ;',n:;fkililIgfy,'#:,.:;l#:**f##fi, mnns ac,v,Jsinrno" r,reserecfamation, elc. , ' Er vv' 've'iruf rs' mln€ 

.;, environm"nt"l a"rrguards, mine
Management of mineralresources 

islne 
rlsgonsibirity'or the centratGovernment and the stare Governrnenrs in

lerms of Entry 54 oflhe 
.u-nion ri.r rll, ll iry L",rv iu'"i rhe srare riri iriri iij_" ,n" sevenrh schedure or rhe

'?:]:l5Tff:fff ,lnyffi:ilflru*l1gTiil;io o,u"rop'""u iil, r Jsz, 
"no 's 

amenc,men,s lay down
rhe Minerar concessio,l"u,",, ;rffi;ll,ffifi,,1#;;i1l;" 

o,"n ,o,"d for resurarins sranr of5:fff:i?flJ';Tffi?;:l TIil'r[;:Xi"l*X,:"r."f:,'T,X,,"n,he raresr 
",""no,"nr in ,ee4, a,so,ay down rhe

The centralGovernrnent has also framed the Mineralconservation and Developmenl Rures. | 95g. for conservarion;1" #::ilHfl:1"#ff:!"j,fft,;:,il.'fig#y,1.":::Hj?Jffi:ffi11;"Tfr;;i,,"", crcu,arsissuec,by

2.0 ENVIBONMENTAL LEG'SLATION
Besides the above. mining projects

lhe environmentar rures and reg,ralions ,T:.?,,:. :"::: lr:r^:ii :1i::, !:, ili"iA 
N o r i ric a r i o n r e e 4 a n d sove r n e d b yo The Waler (prevenlion and Conlrol of poilulion) Act. l97!o The Air (prevention and Conlrof ol poilutronl Act t974

' The E.vironme,lt (protecrrofr) Acl. t986
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. Tlre Wrlcllrle (Proteclrorr) Acl 1972

a The Foresl (Conservalron) Acl' l9B0

Ttre waler Act. 1g74. arnended in lgBB and lggg, provides lhal consenl rs necessary before selting up ol arr

rndusrrrar unrr. The stare poirution contror Boards (spcB) are empowered ro review conslruclion' installation or operalio.

sf any Process of lhe induslry'

The Air Acl. 1 gB 1 . arnended in 1987, covers haimf ul sorids. liquids, gases atrd. more srgnrf icantly' noise pollulrorr

Attpolltrling incluslries rnusl obtairr consenl before selling up lhe unit'

The Environnrenl proleclion Acl. 1g86, lays down lhe procedures and saf eguards for ptevenlion and miligaliort ol

efrvrrorlnler.lrar degradation. rr has made it obriiatory for ail mines. with rease areas of more than 5 hectares' lo oblairt

a crearance rrom the Minisrry of Environmenr d Forest (MoEF), such proposals must be accompanied by a Feasibility

study. Environment rmpacr Assessmenr/ Environment Management ptan (Lrru er'rp)' risk analysis' base line informalion'

elc

The

f easibilitY

economic
applicant

For implementation

and the concerned State

Fores.r (conservation) Acr, 1gB0 is anorher reguration that has.wide ramificarions on the mining sector' A

anarysis of a propos"o *ining proiecr in foresiarea, vis-i-vis *ie varue of foresr cover and its produce in

rerms, has to be made. T^e foresr rand to be diveded to revenue rand has to be compensaled by lhe

ofaminingprojecl.environmenta|c|earancesarerequiredtobetakenbothfromtheCenlra|

' 
t tX,:::::::lLl 

,.r, is required berore granr of prospecrins ricense and start ol prospectins operations'

grant or mining rease ano estabrishment of mining-prolects. ii-"ppiiJ"rci T:g" to state Deparlment of Mines &

Georogy is forwardeirJ in" nr"EF for 
"t""iun.". 

nibgz notiticatioi; tn" uoEr has made public hearing mandatory

lor lease areas more than 500 hectares'

2.2 ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE :

Governments. Some of these are:

NVIRONMENTAL CLtsAnAlrwc ' 
r L^^^ ri^^ dnr/irnnmenlal data and preparation of

rhe first step towards enviionm""l:r '!:1'.11':5.":":::1"1:T"":::::UL"Jff':ineo to' estabrishmenr of

J,F'['Jp':T i'#:"{ffJJ i::[Tli::::"il'3FJ3"ff:]"'loc n""o' to be obrained for estabrishmenr of

arl
the

Governing Agency
Sfa tutorY Requirement

-State DePt. Of Mines & GeologY

-SPCB

-MoEF

.SPCB

-MoEF
Envi ronmental Clearance

-State DePt- of Forest

-MoEF
Forest Clearance

-lndian Bureau of Mines
Approval of Mirring Plan

EIA/
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l';5ililli:fi?i5?:ffTlfi'li,l""il::5'::l:::;"H"il':';ff:":i:"1ffi:ili:":il;?i'"J'fitf#::t;:Tffi:
wherever necessary,'ojr"rurtion, ?,,.1^.'"""""r""0 

st"t" oJrl'nrnent on public'h-earing' etc'' the MoEF makes

r€cr.)rTlITt€rdations t";;;;;;";l or reiectiorr of the project'

2.3 FOREST CLEARANCE:

As a first step, the forest area fa*ing within the proposed.rease area is identified and demarcated' The local Foresl

Depadment then 
"oniu",= 

a survey ,o 
"""ruu," 

ihe extent o]J"to'"'ration due il lt* proiect' A programme for

::s:: : i;';3,1'; n* r,; s;Hf:"l *: X il *::::ffi [ ; : *f m ;il i': ru: : T:?ffilT i J l:

forwarded through tfre State Government to the MoEF for approval'

" ^:'J:"'fr;:Ti:J::;''ilr-t :,',:",",,;:f; T:l:::,ii:3,T:,iil#o'"'led 
'[o 'ihe 'BM 

Minine p'ans/

mining schemes ,"0",r""I*rwar uy,n" igM for renewal' grant or transfer of lease'

' ' "::::H'1,1i",*', orsanisations Tl,?",:"i:1"j1 ,Xfr::ff3.[:HJ;::J:fJl?:i:"ff':f:ces 

for mininE

:J:ffi:[J,?[iilH;::"1,1i:"'J:u!i*3*l*ni,"*m:x*14*:ru::J:::il1:ffJ::::'i"""Jl'
escarate the cosrs oi projects, 

".i,"i 
n."3^";Jing tr-,"i, ui"o,'ny"ii*L, i, L'rru' o"'i'"ir" that a single nodal Government

agency be authoris"! io 
"ooroinate 

ttresJ'Ji"irun""u "ro 
,r"r"""tre time r'"r"'J' fixed for grant ol approvals'

/
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